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What  London  Said  of  Laughing  Land! 

Dear  (comrade  Costley: 

Just  a  line  to  tell  you  how  much  I  like  your  LAUGHING 
LAND.  And  first  of  all  I  must  congratulate  you  for  your 
happy  idea  of  calling  it  Laughing  Land.  You  have  hit  tnenail 
on  the  head,  for  after  all  that  is  the  precise  thing  Socialism  will 
do  for  humanity — namely,  send  it  to  dwell  in  Laughing  Land. 
I  am  confident  that  your  pamphlet  will  be  excellent  for 
propaganda  purposes.  It  is  simply  told,  and  well  told',  and 
it  makes  me  homesick  when  I  read  it. 

Wishing  you  all  success  in  the  world,  and  hoping  that 
the  seqeul  of  LAUGHING  LAND  will  be  published  very  soon. 

Yours  for  the  better  day, 

JACK  LONDON. 
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An  amusing  elaborate  sketch  of  a  people  thoroughly  organ- 
ized from  a  scientific  point  of  view,  economically  and  socially. 
It  conve3^s  to  the  mind  of  the  reader  a  comprehensive  idea  of 
the  science  of  political  economy,  the  science  of  human  affairs 
and  points  to  the  only  possl!)le  solution  of  the  trust,  labor,  ar.d 
any  other  problems  that  confront  society. 

There  are  but  few  books  in  print  that  give  so  much  vital 
knowledge  in  a  nutshell  as  THE  PLAN  OF  LAUGHING 
LAND,     It  is  a  money  back  book.     Price,  25  cents,  postpaid. 

UP  TO  NO^V  STYLES  ITIT  AND  KINISH  GUARANTKKD 


JAMES  CONROV 

GOOD     TAILOR 

264  KEARNY  STREET  SAN  1<  RAN  CISCO 


PR®NT 


THr    hAK'OROf  T  f  IPRARY 


The  Flan  of 

Laughing  Land 


A 

Money  Back 
Book 


By   W.   COSTLEY 

(Copyrighted   1906) 


VK/uu;  i;t 


PREFACE. 

This  is  a  money  back  book,  therefore  I  am  saved 
the  task  of  making  any  apologies,  even  were  I  so  in- 
clined. I  have  written  this  book  under  protest,  for  I 
have  waited  in  vain  twenty  years  for  some  author  to 
write  it.  So  I  concluded  to  write  it  myself,  and  here  it 
is.  Dr.  Johnson  said  that  it  was  possible  to  be  a  fool  in 
several  languages,  and  that  encourages  me  to  say  to 
those  critics  that  will  spend  their  valuable  time  ifl 
searching  out  the  literary  defects  in  this  book  that  they 
have  my  entire  sympathy,  and  I  hope  that  their  labors 
will  be  fittingly  rewarded.  I  have  not  aimed  so  much 
to  produce  a  book  of  literary  perfection  as  I  have  to 
present  an  idea — in  fact,  two  ideas. 

The  first  is  to  show  on  what  an  idiotic  plan,  or,  rather, 
lack  of  plan,  the  present  order  of  society  is  based-  Its 
inevitable  and  impending  downfall.  The  second  is  to 
convey  to  the  mind  of  the  reader  an  idea  of  the  new 
order  that  will  be  established  on  the  ruins  of  the  old. 

I  maintain  that  it  is  unthinkable  to  imagine  a  new 
order  based  on  right  and  justice,  without  it  being  based 
on  scientific  principles,  and  if  so  it  will  have  to  conform 
generally  to  the  Plan  of  Laughing  Land. 

PREFACE  TO  THE  SECOND  EDITION  OF 
"THE  PLAN  OF  LAUGHING  LAND". 

Since  the  publication  of  the  first  edition  of  this 
little  work  in  1906  tremendous  changes  have  taken 
place  in  this  old  world  of  ours  and  every  change  has 
tended  to  place  the  science  of  political  economy  in  its 
rightful  place  as  the  most  important  in  the  family  of 
sciences.  The  so-called  civilized  nations  of  the  world 
are  reaping  the  "Harvest  of  Dragons  Teeth"  that  they 
have  so  freely  sown  in  their  vain  endeavor  to  maintain 
the  profit  or  capitalist  system  of  society.  It  is  with 
great  satisfaction  that  we  point  to  Russia  where 
175,000,000  have  broken  their  bonds  of  slavery  and  now 
are  well  on  the  way  towards  a  "Cooperative  Common- 
wealth", and  in  the  building  of  this  great  work  they 
are  compelled  to  follow  the  dictates  of  the  supreme 
economic  law  "Cooperation"  and  in  doing  so  cannot 
depart  in  the  slightest  degree  from  "The  Plan  of 
Laughing  Land".  The  invincible  law  of  "Economic 
Determinism"  will  be  served  and  will  compel  every 
nation  on  earth  to  follow  where  they  lead.  W.  C. 


THE  PLAN  OF  LAUGHING  LAND. 

Dear    Reader:      I    am    a   traveler    and    a    stranger 
to  you.     I  came  from  Laughing  Land.     Of  course  you 
don't  know  where  Laughing  Land  is,  and  just  now  I 
can't  tell  you,  but  later  on,  after  you  have  heard  all 
that  I  have  to  tell  you  about  it  and  you  should  like  to 
live  in  a  land  like  it,  I  will  tell  you  how  to  do  so.     I 
have  tarried  for  some  years  among  you  because  I  am 
very  much   interested   in   your   country.      In   Laughing 
Land  the  people  don't  believe  in  hell,  but  some  years 
ago  one  of  our  people  visited  your  country;   when  he 
returned  he  was  asked  where  he  had  been;  he  replied 
that  he  had  been  to  hell.     Now  our  people  understood 
his  meaning,   and  when  he  related  what  he  had  seen 
they  concluded  that  he  was  nearly  right  in  his  state- 
ment.    They  were  horrified  to  think  that  such  a  grand 
country  as  this  should  be  cuijsed  with  a  population  of 
barbarians.      Now    you    must   know    that   in    Laughing 
Land  everybody  is  happy.     That  is  why  they  laugh  from 
the  time  they  are  born,  laugh  all  through  life  and  die 
with  a  smile  on  their  lips.     They  are  a  kind-hearted  and 
loving  people  and  when  they  heard  the  tales  that  the 
traveler  told,  they  considered  it  to  be  their  duty  to  try 
to  lead  you  out  of  the  dismal  swamps  and  black  fogs 
of  ignorance  and  barbarism  up  to  the  bright  hills  of 
truth  and  knowledge.     To  show  you  how  to  banish  the 
curse  of  poverty  and  toil  from  your  beautiful  land  and 
lift  the  burden  of  care  and  fear  from  every  heart,  show 
you  how  to  solve  all  of  your  social  and  political  prob- 
lems, banish  crime,  prostitution,  labor  wars,  race  wars, 
child    labor,    political    corruption,    business    corruption^ 
adulteration,   bribery   and  the  thousand  and  one  evils 
with  which  you  are  cursed  and  thereby  kept  in  a  state 
of    degradation.      I    have    dwelt    here    long    enough    to 
know  that  you  really  believe  that  your  civilization  is  of 
the  highest,  and  that  there  is  little  or  no  room  for  im- 
provement.     Believing    this,    you    allow    all    kinds    of 
crimes  to  be  committed  by  wholesale,  without  a  word  of 
protest.     You  are  so  ignorant  as  not  to  know  that  when 
men  raise  the  price  of  ice  during  the  hottest  weather, 
thereby   preventing   the    poorer    classes    in    your    great 
cities  from  getting  enough  ice  to  keep  the  baby's  milk 
from    souring    and    the    food    from    decaying,    keeping 


cooling  drinks  from  the  fevered  lips  of  the  sick,  they 
thereby  commit  murder  by  wholesale  for  gold.  Nearly 
everybody  in  your  country  is  engaged  directly  or  indi- 
rectly in  the  business  of  murder,  robbery,  prostitution 
and  crimes  of  all  descriptions.  Your  newspapers  and 
magazines  reek  with  tales  of  corruption  and  crime  that 
pervades  every  strata  of  your  society.  You  like  to  read 
of  these  things.  It  is  interesting  to  read  about  the 
rascality  of  your  senators,  congressmen,  judges,  busi- 
ness men  and  captains  of  industry,  and  state  and  city 
officials.  In  describing  your  political  affairs  the  terms 
that  are  oftenest  used  are  boodle,  boodlers,  graft,  graft- 
ers, bribe,  bribers,  and  you  little  realize  that  the  record 
of  the  news  and  advertisements  in  your  press  furnish 
sufficient  evidence  to  convict  you  of  being  an  uncivilized 
and  barbarous  people.  The  cruel  and  heartless  struggle 
for  gold  and  bread  is  the  result  of  your  ignorance  ot 
the  first  principle  of  the  science  of  political  economy. 
We  have  reached  the  point  where  disaster  is  threaten- 
ing and  the  cry  of  alarm  is  sounded  by  many.  This 
clipping  should  make  your  professors  of  political  econ- 
omy blush  with  shame: 

'*SAN  FRANCISCO,  May  13,  1920. 

"In  matters  economic  the  American  people  are 
among  the  most  illiterate  on  earth. 

"Their  ignorance  in  the  fundamental  laws  that 
govern  their  whole  material  welfare  is  almost  childish. 

"This  caustic  criticism  came  from  the  lips  of  Henry 
Suzzalo,  president  of  the  University  of  Washington,  in 
his  address  before  the  2,500  delegates  of  the  National 
Foreign  Trade  convention  in  its  third  session  at  the 
Exposition  Auditorium." 

As  convincing  proof  of  Mr.  Suzzalo's  statement  we 
append  the  statement  of  Sir  Edward  McKay.  We  in  this 
country  will  be  importing  500,000,000  barrels  of  oil  each 
year  in  ten  years  at  an  actual  cost  of  $1,000,000,000. 
"I  particularly  hope  that  public  opinion  will  demand 
co-operative  effort  looking  to  the  extention  of  our  hold- 
ings of  oil  lands,  lest  we  be  caught  in  the  position  of  a 
petitioner  for  oil  in  foreign  markets  at  a  time  when, 
for  military  or  commercial  reasons,  they  will  be  loath 
to  supply  us." 

Mr.  A.  C.  Bedford,  whose  address  before  the  trade 


convention  we  have  quoted,  is  chairman  of  the  board  of 
the  Standard  Oil  Company,  who,  as  we  all  know,  is 
making  millions  by  shipping  our  present  oil  supply  out 
of  the  country  as  fast  as  they  can.  Could  national 
idiocy  go  beyond  this?  Of  such  material  are  your 
captains  of  industry  made. 

Your  President,  Woodrow  Wilson,  when  a  candi- 
date for  this  office,  said.  ''The  Government  has  got  into 
the  hands  of  private  syndicates  and  special  interest  and 
they  have  set  up  an  invisible  empire  over  the  forms 
of  democracy."  In  his  book.  The  New  Freedom,  page 
57,  **The  Masters  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  are  the  combined  capitalist  and  manufacturers 
of  the  United  States,  it  is  written  over  every  intimate 
page  of  the  Records  of  Congress  it  is  written  all  through 
the  history  of  conferences  at  the  White  House." 

He  said:  "The  trust  are  our  masters  now."  And, 
again:  **The  Government  of  the  United  States  at  the 
present  is  a  fostered  child  of  the  special  interest.  It  is 
not  allowed  to  have  a  will  of  its  own."  We  have  come 
to  be  one  of  the  worst  ruled,  one  of  the  most  completely 
controlled  and  dominated  governments  in  the  civilized 
world — no  longer  a  government  by  conviction  and  a  vote 
of  the  majority,  but  a  government  by  the  opinion  and 
duress  of  small  groups,  of  dominant  men."  If  you  were 
not  insane,  or  nearly  so,  you  would  blush  with  shame  on 
hearing  such  words  from  your  President.  And  I  think 
kindly  of  you,  for  I  know  you  would  chance  these  hor- 
rible conditions  if  you  knew  how,  and  the  reason  why 
you  don't  know  how  to  set  about  this  task  is  all  owing 
to  your  false  education  and  blindly  trusting  to  the 
leadership  of  meii  who  are  owned  and  paid  by  your 
masters  to  teach  you  a  false  (so  called)  science  of 
political  economy.  But  in  spite  of  all  their  foul  work 
aimed  at  your  complete  enslavement,  the  supreme 
economic  law,  ''Co-operation",  is  making  itself  manifest, 
and  in  a  feeble  way  you  are  groping  toward  the  light. 
But  take  heart  and  look  to  the  East  and  there  you  will 
see  the  beautiful  dawn  of  the  Coming  Light  that  will 
banish  all  darkness  of  the  black  night  that  surrounds 
you.  ''The  Future  Belongs  to  the  People",  the  common 
people.  "And  in  that  great  day,  the  last  shall  be  first 
and  the  first  last". 


You  poor  people  are  so  stupid  as  not  to  see  that 
your  captains  of  industry  are  rapidly  reducing  all  of  you 
to  a  condition  of  industrial  vassalage.  In  a  few  years 
longer  you  will  awaken  to  find  yourselves  slaves  of  a 
great  corporation  that  will  own  all  of  your  country  with 
its  industries  make  all  the  laws  and  keep  you  in  sub- 
jection with  an  army  of  hired  thugs  and  murderers. 

When  you  arrive  at  that  condition  the  women  and 
children  slaves  of  the  land  can  lay  the  blame  where  it 
belongs,  that  is,  at  the  door  of  the  fool  workingmen  that 
vote  for  the  system  of  private  ownership  of  land  and 
tools.  You  often  use  the  expression  that  wealth  is 
power.     In  Laughing  Land  we  say  knowledge  is  power. 

Wealth  is  not  powerful  among  a  people  that  are 
possessed  of  the  right  kind  of  knowledge.  With  their 
knowledge  they  command  wealth.  For  instance,  in 
Laughing  Land  every  child  about  the  age  of  fifteen 
knows  nearly  all  that  there  is  to  know  about  the  science 
of  political  economy.  This  is  the  mother  of  the  sciences 
and  even  in  your  dictionaries  it  is  defined  as  the  science 
of  human  affairs.  It  is  such  a  simple  science  that  if  a 
boy  or  girl  in  Laughing  Land  at  the  age  of  twenty  don't 
know,  all  that  there  is  to  know  about  it  we  know  that 
they  are  mentally  weak. 

After  I  explain  this  science  and  you  can  see  how 
easily  you  can  learn  all  there  is  to  learn  about  it  and 
what  wonders  this  knowledge  can  do  for  you,  you  will 
marvel  at  your  own  stupidity  and  marvel  still  more  at 
the  stupidity  of.  those  among  you  that  undertake  to 
teach  this  science.  The  very  name  of  the  science  fur- 
nishes the  key  to  the  storehouse  of  knowledge  and 
wealth  that  the  science  contains.  Economy,  what  does 
it  mean?  It  means  the  avoidance  of  waste.  Waste  in 
all  its  forms,  waste  wealth,  waste  labor,  waste  thought. 
Thus,  in  Laughing  Land,  nothing  is  wasted,  not  an  hour 
of  work  nor  a  vegetable,  nor  a  fruit,  not  a  piece  of  coal 
or  wood,  or  a  crumb  of  bread.  This  will  appear  more 
marvelous  to  you  when  I  tell  you  that  we  number  over 
115,000,000  people,  and  none  of  them  labor.  They  live 
in  palaces  equipped  with  every  modern  improvement. 
They  eat  the  best  of  food,  they  wear,  the  best  of  clothes. 
When  they  travel  they  travel  in  the  most  luxurious  way, 
over  the  best  of  roads,  on  every  land. 

It  may  be  a  slight  hint  to  you  when  I  tell  you  that 
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of  ground  that  will  grow  anything  useful.  Thus  milions 
upon  milions  of  acres  that  are  not  needed  for  other 
purposes  are  planted  to  walnut,  chestnut,  almond,  pecan 
and  fruit  trees.  If  we  were  content  to  live  on  food  of 
this  kind  the  supply  would  more  than  suffice  for  our 
needs.  But  as  it  is  it  serves  as  a  food  supply  for  mil- 
lions of  animals  that  we  use  for  food.  It  also  affords 
us  an  unlimited  supply  of  fuel.  Because  we  extract  the 
alchohol  from  the  fruit  we  do  not  consume,  thus  we 
prevent  waste. 

The  trees  that  are  planted  in  our  cities  and  suburbs 
are  not  planted  alone  for  the  purpose  of  utilizing  the 
land  solely  for  economic  reasons,  but  it  is  an  institution 
of  Laughing  Land  based  on  sentiment  and  reason.  We 
plant  a  tree  for  every  child  born  in  Laughing  Land. 
That  tree  is  known  as  the  child's  birth  tree.  When  it  is 
old  enough  to  understand  it  is  taught  to  know  that  its 
birth  tree  is  its  very  own.  It  is  taught  how  to  nurture 
and  care  for  it,  to  shelter  and  protect  the  birds  that 
make  their  home  in  its  branches.  But  the  fruit  of  the 
child's  own  birth  tree  is  the  forbidden  fruit  for  that 
child.  It  may  eat  freely  of  all  the  other  trees  of  the 
land  and  no  one  will  say  it  nay,  but  the  fruit  of  its  own 
tree  it  must  not  eat. 

The  economic  and  moral  reasons  upon  which  this 
institution  of  birth  tnees  is  grounded  is  to  teach  the 
children  the  value  and  virtue  of  working  for  the  benefit 
of  others.  The  children  see  the  evidence  constantly 
before  their  eyes  that  they  thereby  provide  themselves 
bountifully  with  fruit.  They  see  with  their  own  eyes 
the  beautiful  results  of  combined  efforts  for  the  comnion 
good.  In  this  way  they  are  taught  the  simple  truths 
upon  which  the  grand  science  of  political  economy  is 
based. 

Thus  in  Laughing  Land  we  find  it  economical  to  see 
that  every  babe  and  child  has  the  best  of  care,  the  best 
of  surroundings,  and  the  best  of  education.  And  to 
provide  bountifully  for  the  needs  of  the  old  people,  sur- 
round them  with  every  evidence  of  love  and  reverence. 

Our  care  of  all  the  children  is  an  investment  that 
pay  magnificent  dividends.  They  are  the  only  ones  that 
are  allowed  to  operate  an  insurance  company  in  the 
our  system  of  living  will  not  permit  of  wasting  an  acre 


land.  There  is  not  an  orphan  in  the  land.  The  parents 
of  the  child  may  be  dead,  but  the  child  never  for  an 
instant  lacks  the  best  of  loving  care  that  people  can 
provide.  Each  and  every  one  of  them  is  reared  and 
cared  for  as  if  they  were  of  the  blood  royal.  We  grown 
people  do  not  conduct  life  and  accident  or  fire  insurance 
companies,  or  sick  and  death  benefit  associations,  or 
fraternal  orders  of  any  kind  that  simply  waste  the  labon 
of  millions  of  people.  We  don't  have  them  simply  be- 
cause they  are  not  needed.  As  I  said  before,  we  insure 
with  the  children,  and  teach  them  all  that  it  is  necessary 
for  them  to  know  in  order  to  become  useful  members  of 
society.  When  they  reach  that  age  we  begin  to  draw 
our  dividends,  and  these  dividends  insure  us  against 
want  or  fear  of  want  as  long  as  we  live. 

There  is  no  such  word  as  charity  used  by  our  people 
because  no  one  needs  charity.  We  are  all  wealthy  and 
well  provided  for  from  birth  to  death  and  have  at- 
tained this  happy  state  by  reason  of  our  knowledge  of 
the  Science  of  Political  Economy. 

What  I  have  said  thus  far  is  merely  a  hint  of  the 
plan  of  Laughing  Land.  I  know  that  the  reader  that 
has  followed  closely  what  I  have  said  remembers  that 
I  stated  that  no  one  labored  in  Laughing  Land,  and 
neither  do  they,  because  it  is  not  necesj^ary  that  they 
should.  By  managing  our  affairs  with  strict  regard  to 
the  science  of  economy  we  can  produce  all  the  wealth 
we  care  to  consume  without  any  one  doing  hard  labor. 
After  I  have  explained  how  this  is  done  you  will  marvel 
at  the  simplicity  of  the  plan.  Before  I  explain  this, 
however,  I  want  to  ask  a  few  questions  that  you  will 
be  able  to  answer.  The  answers  will  flash  into  your 
brain  and  you  will  know  that  you  could  not  answer 
differently  if  you  would  answer  truthfully. 

In  your  cities  you  see  thousands  upon  thousands  of 
horses  and  wagons  and  machines  with  their  drivers 
madly  racing  in  all  directions,  delivering  dry  goods, 
laundry,  furniture  and  commodities  of  all  descriptions. 
Did  you  ever  stop  to  think  that  all  of  these  people  are 
racing  around  like  mad  because  they  are  not  working 
according  to  any  plan  whatever?  Now,  her,e  is  question 
No.  1:  Suppose  a  baker  that  has  500  or  1000  customers 
scattered  all  over  the  city  could  have  these  customers 


next  door  to  his  bakery.  Don't  you  think  he  could  easily 
deliver  their  bread  next  door  without  the  use  of  ten  or 
twelve  horses  and  wagons  and  machines?  If  he  did  not 
need  them  he  would  not  need  a  foul  and  ill  smelling 
stable  to  keep  them  in  and  would  not  need  the  services 
of  a  stableman,  or  a  blacksmith,  harness  maker,  wagon 
maker,  horse  doctor,  etc.  Now,  if  he  did  not  need  them 
there  would  be  a  dozen  or  two  of  horses  and  men  out 
of  work. 

Under  these  circumstances  the  horses  under  your 
foolish  system  would  be  better  off  than  the  men.  They 
would  not  have  to  worry  about  another  job  or  paying 
stable  rent  or  food  bills,  doctor  bills,  etc.  All  of  these 
things  would  be  provided  for  them.  And  even  if  they 
did  suffer  they  would  not  have  families  like  the  men, 
whose  wife  and  offspring  have  to  suffer  with  them,  if 
not  actual  want,  then  anxious  care.  Now,  suppose  the 
customers  of  the  baker  were  also  the  customers  of  a 
certain  butcher,  don't  you  think  he  could  supply  them 
with  meat  without  the  use  of  horses  and  wagons  if  he 
was  next  door?  The  vegetable  man,  grocer,  etc.,  could 
do  the  same.  The  aggregate  amount  of  labor  saved 
would  be  tremendous.  The  customers  might  derive  a 
benefit  and  the  boss  baker,  grocer,  butcher,  etc.,  surely 
would.  But  the  poor  men  that  were  thrown  out  of  work 
would  suffer.  They  would  have  to  search  diligently 
for  other  positions,  perhaps  spend  what  little  money 
they  had  saved  before  they  found  another  job. 

Now,  the  fact  is,  that  the  men  that  rule  your  coun- 
try, the  richest  men  in  your  land,  the  so-called  captains 
of  industry,  owe  all  of  their  success  to  the  fact  that  they 
know  the  advantage  to  be  derived  from  combmation. 
But  this  knowledge  in  their  hands  is  a  curse  instead  of 
a  blessing.  They  become  selfish,  cruel  and  brutalized. 
They  don't  hesitate  to  commit  any  crime  that  will  place 
more  power  in  their  hands.  There  is  no  such  thing  as 
satisfying  their  greed  for  wealth  and  power  that  it 
gives  them  among  an  ignorant  and  uneducated  people. 
They  don't  hesitate  to  bribe  legislators,  judges,  officials 
high  and  low,  adulterate,  cheat,  lie  and  rob  if  thereby 
they  can  gain  more  gold  and  power.  They  don't  hesi- 
tate to  exploit  and  rob  even  poor  women  and  helpless 
children,  or  the  maimed,  halt  and  blind.     There  is  no 
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crime  too  low  or  brutal  for  them  to  commit  through 
their  agents.  The  nations  led  and  ruled  by  such  as 
these  are  doomed  to  suffer  the  torments  of  hell  on 
earth. 

I  know  you  well  and  know  how  you  have  become 
the  victims  of  false  education  and  consequently  have 
low  ideals,  sometimes  stand  in  amazement  at  the 
stupidity  that  you  constantly  exhibit  concerning  matters 
of  the  most  vital  interest  to  your  welfare  individually 
and  collectively.  For  instance,  you  have  what  you  call 
a  republican  form  of  government.  If  I  ask  what  sort  of 
government  a  republican  form  of  government  is,  ninety 
per  cent  of  you  men  could  give  no  answer  at  all.  The 
others  might  say:  It  means  the  rule  of  the  majority, 
I  ask  what  class  in  society  is  in  the  majority,  the 
rich  class  or  the  poor  class.  They  answer  the  poor 
class.  I  ask  if  the  poor  class  or  the  rich  class  manages 
the  political  affairs  of  the  country.  They  answer  the 
rich  class.  I  ask  them  if  that  is  the  case  why  do  they 
call  it  a  republican  form  of  government.  They  take 
refuge  in  silence. 

Some  say  they  are  republicans  and  others  say  they 
are  democrats.  I  ask  them  to  tell  me  the  difference 
between  them  and  they  take  refuge  in  silence. 

I  ask  them  if  they  are  satisfied  with  the  way  their 
political  affairs  are  managed  and  nearly  all  say  no.  I 
ask  them  to  tell  me  the  meaning  or  definition  of  the 
term  politics,  and  nearly  all  remain  silent.  In  a  crowd 
of  a  thousand  people  you  might  find  one  that  would 
answer  that  it  means  to  discuss  and  decide  upon  a 
policy  or  plan  of  conducting  the  affairs  of  the  people 
at  large.  Then  I  ask  if  that  is  so,  what  policy  or  plan 
have  the  poor  people  to  do  away  with  the  misrule  of 
the  rich.  They  remain  silent  because  they  are  ashamed 
to  admit  that  they  have  no  policy  of  their  own  because 
they  haven't  common  sense  enough  to  formulate  one. 

But  they  love  to  think  that  they  are  not  fools  on 
matters  political  and  love  to  go  through  the  forms  of 
voting.  Having  no  policy  of  their  own  they  vote  for  the 
rich  people's  plan  of  government.  The  results  are  seen 
to  be  that  the  rich  people  don't  do  any  useful  labor, 
but  enjoy  all  the  luxuries  of  life  while  the  workers  that 
do  all  the  useful  labor  are  poor  and  never  free  from 
the  fear  of  want. 
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If  it  was  not  such  a  tragedy  it  would  be  amusing 
to  see  a  long-faced  professor  of  political  ecenomy  that 
you  have  in  your  universities  to  teach  the  science,  write 
big  books  and  give  long  lectures  on  a  science  that  he 
knows  as  little  about  as  a  bug  on  a  twig.  And  by  the 
time  the  students  graduate  under  him  they  know  nearly 
as  little  about  the  science  as  the  professor. 

Now,  in  the  plan  of  Laughing  Land,  if  you  can  find 
in  any  part  of  it  that  it  does  not  provide  for  the  preven- 
tion of  all  waste  you  can  depend  upon  it  that  it  is  faulty 
at  that  point  and  is  not  scientific.  Then  you  can  reason 
out  for  yourself  how  that  waste  can  be  avoided. 

The  problem  we  have  to  solve  is  this:  Given  a 
country  miles  in  extent  with  magnificent  resources  that 
will  enable  the  population  of  115,000,000  people  to  live 
without  'their  having  to  perform  hard  labor.  To  those 
unacquainted  with  the  science  of  economy  this  might 
seem  to  be  an  utter  impossibility,  but  the  solution  of 
the  problem  is  the  simplest  thing  imaginable.  In  Laugh- 
ing Land  every  house,  factory,  building,  railroad,  wagon 
road,  etc.,  is  built  in  just  that  place  where  it  can  be  used 
to  the  best  advantage.  Thus  every  city  is  built  to  tit 
into  the  plan  like  a  dovetail  in  a  good  piece  of  cabinet 
work,  the  whole  country  is  so  organized  that  it  is  one 
big  machine  for  the  puripose  of  producing  and  distrib- 
v/ealth. 

A  LAUNGHING  LAND   HOUSE 

In  Laughing  Land  the  most  important  factor  in  our 
economic  machine  is  the  houses  that  we  live  in,  and  as 
I  have  told  you  we  live  in  palaces.  And  in  building  our 
homes  we  don't  have  to  restrict  our  ideas  of  a  building 
to  «,ny  little  plat  of  privately  owned  ground.  Our  archi- 
tectural engineers  in  Laughing  Land  would  laugh  them- 
selves to  death  if  they  were  asked  to  erect  a  skyscraper 
by  the  side  of  a  mite  of  a  building — of  times  a  wooden 
shack.  When  we  erect  a  home  for  our  people,  we  build 
it  to  conform  to  a  national  standard  and  this  standard 
was  decided  on  by  our  national  board  of  artist  and 
architects,  and  it  is  built  on  the  spot  designated  by  our 
national  board  of  economic  engineers.  Each  house  is 
built  large  enough  to  accommodate  about  three  thou- 
sand people  with  light  and  airy  apartments.  The  eco- 
nomic advantage  of  housing  our  people  in  this  way  is  so 
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superior  to  your  wasteful  method  that  I  am  compelled 
to  smile  when  I  read  in  your  papers  that  one  man  at 
least  who  lays  claim  to  having  some  dim  knowledge 
of  economic  sanity,  "Mr.  T.  Crouzet  Benaton,"  of  Paris, 
urges  the  building  of  co-operative  apartment  houses 
large  enough  to  accommodate  five  thousand  people 
each.  And  he  says,  "The  world  will  progress  when 
every  dwelling  has  one  kitchen  run  on  co-operative 
lines."  And  he  says  further,  "All  civilization  is  based 
on  a  certain  amount  of  slavery.  To  have  real  progress 
there  must  be  leisure — leisure  for  thought,  for  the  ap- 
preciation of  beauty,  and  leisure  to  live."  Mr.  Crouzet's 
idea  is  far  in  advance  of  his  contemporaries,  but  still  is 
dim  and  hazy,  because  he  sees  the  vision  from  a  capi- 
listic  or  profit-making  point  of  view.  Our  history  re- 
veals that  when  in  Laughing  Land  we  were  forced  by 
economic  pressure  to  change  from  a  system  where  our 
land,  tools  and  homes  were  privately  owned,  into  a  co- 
operative plan,  our  economic  engineers  told  us  that  in 
order  to  secure  the  full  benefit  of  co-operation  it  was 
necessary  to  construct  all  of  our  buildings  to  conform 
to  a  scientifically  planned  city.  So  when  we  began  on 
our  new  plan,  we  erected  a  palacial  hotel  or  apartment 
house,  that  was  as  near  as  possible  economically  per- 
fect, we  made  it  large  enough  to  not  only  to  house  the 
three  thousand  people  that  were  to  live  in  it,  but  also 
large  enough  to  serve  them  with  everything  they  would 
ordinarily  require,  such  as  doctors,  dentist,  druggist, 
emergency  hospital,  nurses  and  nurseries  for  the  chil- 
dren, shoe  stores,  dry  goods,  dressmakers,  tailors,  lec- 
ture rooms,  restaurants,  swimming  baths,  picture 
shows  billiards  and  pool  rooms,  ball  rooms,  libraries, 
and  in  short,  every  citizen  in  Laughing  Land  has  at 
his  command,  under  his  own  roof,  all  the  resources  of 
civilization  to  cater  to  his  comfort  and  enjoyment.  We 
do  this  because  it  is  far  more  economical  to  serve  the 
needs  of  our  people  in  this  way  than  if  they  were  scat- 
tered over  blocks  of  badly  built,  badly  lighted  and  in 
many  cases  unsanitary  buildings. 

And  we  never  build  two  buildings  adjoining,  every 
other  block  is  made  into  a  park  and  these  parks  are  a 
great  source  of  wealth  to  us  as  well  as  pleasure.  Later 
I  will  tell  you  about  them,  but  just  now  I  want  to  tell 
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you  more  about  our  homes.  And  when  I  tell  you  of 
the  great  advantages  or  our  city  homes  the  same  de- 
scription serves  as  well  for  our  country  houses  except 
in  a  few  minor  details.  Our  houses  are  built  in  five 
sections,  four  on  each  corner  of  the  plat  and  a  central 
building.  Each  corner  building  has  light  and  airy 
apartments  enough  to  accommodate  about  one  thousand 
people,  for  we  make  allowances  for  the  natural  increase 
in  our  population.  One  of  these  corner  buildings  are 
reserved  for  the  old  people  who  naturally  like  peace  and 
quite  in  their  surroundings.  Another  is  reserved  for  the 
younger  married  couples,  and  the  two  others  are  re- 
served for  the  larger  children  and  the  infants.  By  this 
simple  arrangement  we  remove  all  friction  that  usually 
follows  when  children  in  play  annoy  their  elders.  We 
never  curb  them  when  at  play,  but  direct  their  amuse- 
ment in  healthful  and  educational  channels,  because 
these  buildings  are  really  boarding  schools  with  the 
added  advantage  that  the  children  and  parents  live 
under  the  same  roof  and  between  the  teacher  and  the 
parents  the  child  receives  constantly  their  joint  influ- 
ence for  good. 

In  the  center  of  the  court  enclosed  by  these  four 
buildings  we  have  another.  This  houses  the  swiming 
tanks,  lecture  halls,  music  and  dancing  halls,  picture 
shows  and  so  on.  In  short  it  is  devoted  to  the  amuse- 
ment and  education  of  the  family.  To  give  you  a  dim 
idea  of  the  many  advantages  this  plan  of  building  af- 
fords us,  we  never  have  to  leave  our  home  in  order  to 
hear  the  lectures  of  our  educators,  (if  we  so  desii^e  we 
can  sit  in  our  own  apartment  and  listen  by  telephone  to 
lectures  and  so  forth  being  delivered  in  any  part  of  the 
country.  But  in  every  town  and  city  we  have  a  central 
auditorium  where  we  often  assemble  to  discuss  mat- 
ters of  importance  to  us.  As  the  management  of  our 
national  affairs  is  our  most  important  work  we  devote 
all  the  time  needed  to  it,  because  we  one  and  all  realize 
that  it  is  our  duty  to  participate  in  the  Democratic  man- 
agement of  our  country.) 

The  corner  buildings  are  connected  with  each  oth- 
er and  the  central  building  by  glass  enclosed  corri* 
dor/s.  These  corridors  are  not  only  used  for  passage 
ways  between  the  buildings  but  also  as  conservatories 
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where  many  beautiful  flowers  are  grown  for  our  enjoy- 
ment. We  use  glass  very  freely  in  all  of  our  buildings 
not  only  for  lighting  our  homes  but  for  its  heating 
qualities.  Every  city  has  hundreds  of  acres  of  vege- 
table and  fruit  gardens  underi  glass.  Beautiful  lawns 
and  trees  surround  every  house,  in  fact  our  cities  pre- 
sent the  appearance  of  great  parks.  Strictly  speaking 
there  are  no  streets  because  we  do  not  need  them.  There 
is  an  atmosphere  of  art  and  refinement  that  pr^evades 
the  length  and  breadth  of  our  cities,  beautiful  foun- 
tains and  statues  around  on  every  hand.  Of  course  you 
want  to  know  how  we  can  dispense  with  streets,  as  you 
know  them.  I  cannot  help  but  smile  at  your  ignorance 
when  I  see  that  you  have  not  among  you  any  architect 
with  vision  enough  to  see  the  tremendous  possibilities 
that  lies  in  the  use  of  roofs  of  your  buildings  for  the 
pleasure  and  benefit  of  your  people.  In  ''Laughing 
Land"  we  consider  the  roofs  of  our  buildings  one  of  our 
greatest  sources  of  enjoyment.  It  is  there  that  we  have 
our  skating  rink,  and  our  skating  rink  is  one  of  our 
greatest  assets,  it  is  an  economic  necessity  in  every 
city.  The  reason  is  that  all  of  our  houses  are  built  on 
the  same  roof  level  whenever  possible,  and  as  every 
house  is  connected  with  the  one  next  to  it  by  light  but 
strong  bridges,  ourj  people  use  the  roofs  not  only  for 
skating  purposes  but  use  bicycles  and  electric  motors  to 
the  fullest  extent.  As  our  cities  all  have  their  work 
shops  and  factories  apart  from  the  resident  district 
proper,  this  mode  of  transportation  is  preferried  by  the 
majority  as  a  beneficial  exercise  as  well  as  a  national 
economy.  In  our  largest  cities  we  prevent  any  possibil- 
ity of  congestion  of  traffic  by  other  means  of  transpor- 
tation. In  every  city  we  have  a  splendid  subway  system 
that  taps  every  house  in  the  city,  these  subways  are  not 
used  for  passengen  traffic  but  solely  for  the  purpose  of 
supplying  the  commodities  required  by  the  people.  As 
our  cities  are  planned  with  an  eye  to  the  fact  that  our 
population  doubles  about  every  thirty  years,  we  make 
provision  for  increasing  our  transportation  system  ac- 
cordingly. And  we  do  it  without  any  confusion  what- 
ever when  it  is  needed.  In  addition  to  our  roof  way 
for  passenger  traffic  we  provide  in  our  houses  passage- 
ways for  an  elevated  railway  through  every  floor  of  our 
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buildings  if  it  is  needed,  the  bridges  that  connect  the 
houses  are  built  with  this  object  in  view,  but  of  course 
it  is  only  in  our  largest  cities  that  we  have  use  for 
these.  We  also  have  a  transportation  system  especial- 
ly for  our  children.  As  half  of  the  ground  space  in  our 
cities  is  devoted  to  parks,  we  have  goat  carts,  pony  carts 
and  donkeys  in  sufficient  number  to  entertain  and 
amuse  our  children.  We  do  not  permit  automobiles  to 
be  operated  within  our  city  limits  except  in  the  factory 
districts,  and  in  fact  we  do  not  allow  automobiles  to  be 
used  solely  for  pleasure  purposes  except  under  proper 
supervision.  We  do  not  permit  destructive  industries  to 
operate,  because  they  constitute  an  economic  loss  to  the 
nation.  We  provide  rapid  and  safe  transportation  to 
every  part  of  the  country  where  it  is  needed  and  the 
use  of  automobiles  is  confined  to  those  outlying  places 
where  their  use  is  indispensible  and  for  farm  and 
freight  uses.  Your  automobile  industry  as  you  poor 
people  conduct  it  is  a  curse  instead  of  a  great  blessing 
that  it  would  be  if  economically  managed.  You  have 
7,000,000  machines.  5,000,000  if  not  more  are  devoted 
to  pleasure  uses  or  to  what  you  call  business.  That 
four  times  out  of  five  is  just  as  useless  and  more  so 
than  if  devoted  to  pleasure  alone.  Aside  from  the  tre- 
mendous price  you  pay  in  human  lives  and  broken  bones 
you  waste  the  vital  r^esources  of  your  country  in  cater- 
ing to  this  destructive  demand  for  pleasure.  Even  now 
the  madmen  that  you  allow  to  manage  your  affairs  fori 
their  private  profit,  tell  you  that  your  oil  supply  is 
growing  low  and  you  are  importing  50,000,000  barrells 
of  oil  yearly  to  meet  what  you  foolishly  call  "your 
needs." 

Your  wortld  is  at  war  over  oil  wells  and  you  know 
it,  but  having  no  idea  of  national  economy  you  allow 
your  masters  to  send  fleets  laden  with  this  precious 
mineral  to  foreign  shores.  You  waste  what  is  still  more 
precious;  that  is  skilled  labor  of  millions  of  men  who 
are  working  feverishly  to  turn  out  more  machines  and 
accessories  that  go  with  them  in  fact  it  is  one  of  your 
greatest  industries,  but  in  fact  it  is  your^  leading  des- 
tructive industry.  As  I  have  said  we  use  automobiles 
when  it  is  strictly  necessary  but  we  don't  make  a  hun- 
dred different  models,  we  have  three  standard  machines 
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light,  medium  and  heavy,  for  passengers  and  freight 
service,  and  we  don't  require  the  services  of  even  one 
salesman  to  sell  them.  They  are  shipped  directly  from 
the  factory  to  the  place  where  they  are  needed  as  we  ^o 
all  of  our  machinery  and  as  they  are  all  standard 
makes  and  the  best  that  science  and  skill  can  produce 
we  do  not  waste  any  social  effort  in  advertising  their  su- 
perior qualities.  In  fact  in  ''Laughing  Land"  we  have 
no  use  of  advertising  except  for  social  gatherings,  lec- 
tures and  so  forth.  We  devote  all  of  our  energies  to 
the  production  and  distribution  of  our  six  essential 
needs,  food,  clothing,  shelter,  sanitation,  education  and 
recreation,  and  we  all  understand  that  it  is  our  duty 
and  we  consider  it  the  highest  evidence  of  patriotism  to 
perforim  our  duty  faithfully,  and  we  find  a  great  deal  of 
pleasure  in  our  work.  Our  sub  railways  save  us  the 
labor  of  millions  of  workers,  eveything  that  we  require 
comes  directly  from  our  factory  or  our  farms,  that  is 
why  we  do  not  have  thousands  of  stores  in  our,  cities 
and  a  countless  host  of  salesmen  to  advertise  and  sell 
goods  and  all  the  tremendous  social  waste  that  you  con- 
sider indespensible  and  under  your  crazy  plan  or  lack 
of  plan  it  is  indespensible,  I  cannot  help  but  laugh 
when  I  see  the  huge  army  of  people  that  live  in  Oak- 
land and  other  outlying  districts  and  come  daily  to  San 
Francisco  to  work  or  what  they  consider  work,  and  an- 
other army  that  lives  here  go  over  to  Oakland,  to  per- 
form the  same  task  there  that  the  Oaklander  performs 
in  San  Francisco.  And  when  we  stop  to  consider  that 
the  labor  of  four  fifths  of  them  is  actually  useless  to 
society  and  constitutes  a  colossal  waste  of  human  effort. 
And  then  picture  to  yourself  the  amount  of  waste  that 
takes  place  throughout  the  country.  Many  of  you  crazy 
people  are  compelled  to  advertise  that  you  want  a 
chance  to  work,  fou  your  daily  bread  and  your  slave 
dealers  charge  you  big  sums  for  telling  you  poor  people 
where  work  can  be  found  and  the  amount  of  time  and 
money  you  spend  in  travel  seeking  work  brands  you  as 
fit  candidates  for  an  insane  asylum.  In  fact  your  whole 
system  or  lack  of  system  could  not  be  made  worse  if 
it  was  planned  by  a  lunatic. 

Really  you  poor  ignorant  people  are  to  be  pittied 
to  live  in  such  a  hell  as  you  have  here,  so  close  to  a 

16 


paradise  that  you  could  gain  by  a  liitle  knowledge  of 
the  science  of  political  economy.  Another  great  ad- 
vantage that  we  have,  is  the  use  we  make  of  the  out- 
•side  of  our  buildings.  On  every  floor  we  have  wide 
verandas  that  encircle  the  building,  thus  giving  to  every 
apartment  the  advantage  of  outdoor  life,  if  the  people 
so*  desire.  And  in  good  weather  they  are  used  largely 
for  sleeping  purposes.  As  they  are  equipped  with  stair- 
ways they  afford  a  riapid  exit  from  the  building  in  case 
of  need.  As  every  building  has  its  own  fire  department 
and  a  high  pressure  water  system,  the  danger  of  fire  is 
reduced  to  the  minimum. 

A  bird's-eye  view  could  not  reveal  to  your  eyes  a 
very  important  part  of  the  magnificent  equipment  of 
our  cities.  If  you  could  see  the  perfection  of  its  seweij 
system  you  would  marvel  with  wonder  to  see  how  the 
resources  of  science  and  art  had  been  drawn  upon  in 
order  to  make  it  as  perfect  as  possible.  No  sewage  is 
allowed  to  pollute  the  streams  of  the  country  and  there- 
by scatter  the  seeds  of  fever  and  disease  broadcast. 
Every  city  in  the  land  is  equipped  with  a  grieat  reduc- 
tion plant  where  the  sewage  and  the  garbage  is  treated 
and  used  as  fertilizer,  etc.  Thus  we  preserve  our 
health  and  increase  our  wealth  at  the  same  time.  All  of 
this  work  is  done  with  the  best  machinery. 

Contrast  this  plan  with  your  cities  where  miles  of 
wooden  buildings  are  joined  as  close  to  the  next  one  as 
possible.  The  great  firies  in  Boston,  Chicago,  Balti- 
more and  San  Francisco  have  not  taught  the  poor  fools 
in  San  Francisco  anything  and  they  are  busy  as  they 
can  be  building  a  city  of  wooden  boxes  ready  for  an- 
other great  fire. 

It  is  well  that  yoii  should  read  this  description  of 
your  cities  by  Emile  Hevlaque  'The  Monotonous  succes- 
sion of  smoke  grimed  cubes  of  brick.  All  similar  and 
sordid.  A  symbol  of  the  sordid  similar  lives  they  shel- 
ter: The  endless  lines  of  wretched  homes  which  all  ov- 
er the  greater  industrial  centers  endlessly  repeat,  with 
the  insistance  of  a  maniac. 

Their  sombre  invariable  rectangles,  cluster  on  clus- 
ter, mile  after  dreary  mile  of  mean  and  crushing  hid- 
eousness,  as  though  some  spawn  of  insect  life  had 
settled  there  and  swarmed.     Is  it  in  order  to  produce 
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architecture  no  higher  than  that  of  a  coral  reef,  to 
bring  into  God's  light  such  fortms  of  life,  such  visions, 
such  monotonies  of  hideous  depression,  that  a  society  is 
born.'* 

If  you  did  not  know  how  to  plan  a  city  and  build 
beautiful  homes  for  your  people,  it  would  be  excuse 
sufficient  for  not  having  them,  but  as  your  engineers 
and  architects  do  know  how  to  do  this  very  necessary 
work,  you  have  no  excuse,  but  our  ignorance  of  the  sci- 
ence of  political  economy.  Pithagorus  the  great  law 
giver  of  the  ancient  Greeks  said  truly  "They  that  would 
know,  must  first  imagine,"  and  if  instead  of  wasting 
the  labor  of  four  fifths  of  your  people,in  your  cities,  and 
directing  this  labor,  skill  and  learning  into  useful  chan- 
nels you  could,  in  a  few  years,  turn  this  hell  that  you 
live  in  into  an  earthly  paradise,  and  you  will  do  this,  or 
remain  a  nation  of  wage  slavers,  ruled  by  cruel  masters 
deserving  of  nothing  but  contempt.  I  will  content  my- 
self with  this  brief  description  of  a  ^'Laughing  Land", 
House  and  City,  but  I  don't  want  you  to  imagine  that 
we  live  in  them  all  year  round.  In  the  summer  many 
of  our  people  go  camping,  some  have  tents  and  rove 
from  place  to  place,  and  others  erect  permanent  sum- 
mer camps.  The  necessary  work  of  society  is  carried 
on  as  usual  by  those  who. remain  who  extend  their  hours 
of  work  and  earn  their  vacation  in  turn.  But  during 
the  planting  and  har/vest  season,  millions  flock  from  the 
cities  and  go  to  farm  work  and  get  a  vacation  at  the 
same  kind  and  thus  combine  work  and  pleasure. 
IN  THE  SUBURBS  OF  A  CITY. 

On  the  suburbs  of  the  city  are  great  vegetable 
gardens  where  all  of  the  vegetables  that  are  required  in 
the  city  are  produced.  These  gardens  are  equipped 
with  very  possible  device  that  can  save  labor.  Whole 
acres  of  ground  can  be  watered  by  simply  tur^ning  a 
valve.  Hundreds  of  acres  are  under  glass  and  all  sorts 
of  fruits  and  vegetables  are  produced  out  of  season.  The 
head  gardener  knows  to  a  pound  just  how  many  vege- 
tables are  needed  in  the  city,  and  that  many  are  sent, 
and  no  more,  and  thus  all  waste  is  avoided. 

Now  compare  your  own  wasteful  and  idiotic  method 
with  our  scientific  plan.  You  have  no  system  and  con- 
sequently waste  millions  of  tons  of  vegetables  annually, 

18 


besides  the  waste  of  labor  of  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
men,  machines,  wagons  and  horses  that  are  engaged 
directly  and  indirectly  in  the  business.  In  the  first 
place,  the  men  that  raise  vegetables  don't  know  how 
many  his  competitors  are  raising.  When  they  are  ready 
for  market  they  are  sent  to  the  city  in  the  middle  of 
the  night  or  early  mroinng,  where  they  are  delivered  to 
the  wholesale  market.  There  they  are  dumped  out  and 
displayed  for  sale.  Hundreds  of  people  are  engaged  in 
the  business  of  selling  the  same  kind  of  vegetables  and 
fruits,  etc.  Thousands  of  keen  business  men  and  women 
rise  early  in  the  morning  so  as  to  get  to  the  market  as 
earjly  as  possible,  where  they  haggle  and  bargain  like 
the  fools  that  they  are.  What  they  buy  is  again  loaded 
and  taken  to  a  thousand  different  vegetable  and  fruit 
stores.  There  the  stock  is  dumped  out  again  and  dis- 
played for  sale.  Thousands  of  men  and  boys  with  horses 
and  wagons  and  autos  scatter  over  the  city  to  get  the 
orders  of  the  customers.  Fifty  thousand  differient  orders 
are  collected  in  this  way  and  by  telephone,  etc.  These 
fifty  thousand  orders  have  to  be  filled;  selected, 
weighed,  wrapped,  boxed,  every  item  noted  and  kept 
account  of.  A  very  bedlam  of  noise  and  bustle  accom- 
panies all  of  these  various  processes. 

The  thousands  of  wagons  scatter  in  all  directions 
racing  like  mad  to  deliver  their  route  on  time.  All  of 
the  routes  cross  and  rjecross  thousands  upon  thousands 
of  times.  It  is  no  unusual  sight  to  see  a  half  dozen 
vegetable  wagons  delivering  in  the  same  block  at  the 
same  time.  It  is  seldom  that  they  have  two  customers 
adjoining.  The  stock  that  is  not  disposed  of  in  this  way 
is  sorted  and  resorted  so  as  to  show  the  best  on  top. 
Hundreds  of  tons  decay  before  it  is  sold.  The  whole 
process  is  worked  out  as  if  it  was  planned  by  a  raving 
lunatic  and  as  if  there  was  not  waste  enough  already, 
peddlers  with  their  wagons  travel  all  over  the  city  and 
stand  next  door  to  a  vegetable  store  and  shout  at  the 
top  of  their  voices,  **Potat-oo-es,  cabbages,  turnips,  fine 
apples,"  etc.  Your  grave  and  reverend  professor  of 
political  economy  will  pass  through  the  bustle  and  roar 
of  your  cities  with  a  smile  on  his  silly  oM  face  and  say 
to  himself:    **This  is  indeed  a  splendid  system." 

In  our  cities  we  have  a  pneumatic  tube  system  that 
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reaches  every  house,  fey  using  these  tubes  the  mail  fon 
a  great  city  can  be  distributed  in  a  few  minutes.  We 
don't  have  a  half  dozen  newspaper  printing  the  same 
foreign,  domestic  and  local  news.  We  only  have  one 
paper  in  each  city  and  there  are  no  advertisements  in 
that  one.  The  papers  are  sent  to  our  houses  through 
the  tubes  and  are  distributed  in  a  few  minutes.  We 
have  other  use  fon  our  children  than  to  abuse  them  by 
compelling  them  to  rise  early  in  the  morning  and  sell 
papers  in  all  sorts  of  weather,  cold  winter  storms  and 
rains.  There  is  no  better  evidence  of  your  barbarism 
needed  than  to  see  your  children,  crippled,  blind  and 
old  men  and  women  selling  newspapers,  tips  on  horse 
races,  lead  pencils,  etc.  That  fact  that  you  allow  your 
little  children  to  be  used  as  messengers  to  carry  mes- 
sages into  dens  of  vice  shows  what  depth  of  degradation 
you  have  reached.  But,  being  barbarians,  you  can't  see 
the  wrong  that  you  inflict  on  the  innocent  children. 

Every  house  in  Laughing  Land  has  a  telephone  and 
telegraph  office  that  enables  the  people  to  keep  con- 
stantly in  touch  with  the  news  of  the  world.  Every 
house,  work-shop  and  factory  is  provided  with  phono- 
gr^aphs  and  mechanical  musical  instruments  of  the  best 
and  the  people  can  listen  to  the  reproduction  of  the  best 
music,  singing,  lectures,  etc.,  whenever  they  wish.  In 
fact,  the  lives  of  the  people  are  spent  in  a  constant 
round  of  healthful  enjoyment  that  does  not  cease  even 
when  they  are  at  work.  I  will  ask  you  to  be  content  for 
a  while  with  this  brief  description  of  a  city  in  Laughing 
Land  until  I  describe  to  you  how  the  country  or  farm 
is  scientifically  organized  even  to  its  fartherest  limits. 
THE  COUNTRY  IN  LAUGHING  LAND. 
ONE  BIG  FARM. 

A  traveler  from  your  country  leaving  a  city  in 
Laughing  Land  would  see  a  sight  so  vastly  different 
from  what  you  see  in  this  country  that  he  would  be 
inclined  to  think  that  he  was  in  a  paradise.  But  I 
must  tell  you  that  in  ouri  land  we  have  no  advantage 
of  you  whatever  in  the  way  of  superior  inventions, 
natural  resources,  etc. 

The  only  advantage  we  have  is  in  the  scientific 
way  we  manage  our  affairs.  On  the  suburbs  of  our 
cities  you  would  first  see  the  vast  vegetable  gardens. 
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Passing  these  you  would  enter  the  great  dairy  farm 
with  its  thousands  of  cows  of  the  best  herds,  mag- 
nificent stables  equipped  with  every  possible  device  for 
milking,  feeding  and  cleaning  the  cows  and  stables; 
the  great  ice  plant  for)  cooling  this  vast  quantity  of 
milk,  the  great  creamery  with  its  butter  and  cheese 
making  machines,  the  sterilizing  department,  etc.  You 
would  not  find  anyone  engaged  in  doctoring  the  milk, 
butter  or  cheese  with  poisonous  preservatives  and 
adulterants. 

I  Ideally  cannot  help  but  laugh  when  I  view  the 
thousands  of  huge  signs  gaudily  painted  and  brilliantly 
illumined  at  night,  telling  your  poor  wage  slaves  what 
brand  of  oleomargarine  to  eat,  and  this  in  a  land  where 
thei-e  is  room  for  not  only  millions,  but  billions  of  fruit 
and  nut  trees,  and  idle  land  where  corn  could  be  grown 
to  maintain  a  half  dozen  cows  for  every  man,  woman 
and  child  in  the  land.  But  you  are  so  completely  crazed 
that  you  allow  fiends  in  human  form  to  gamble  with 
yoar  food  supply. 

When  the  foods  leave  the  dairy  they  are  shipped 
in  refrigerator  cars  that  deliver,  them  to  the  store- 
houses of  the  houses  in  the  city  arid  as  every  house 
has  an  ice  plant  the  consumers  keep  the  food  in  first- 
class   condition   until   used. 

Now  please  compare  this  system  of  handling  these 
commodities  with  your  own,  that  allows  your  cows  to  be 
owned  privately  and  kept  in  filthy  surroundings,  where 
diseased  and  healthy  cows  are  kept  together,  the  milk 
adulterated,  the  ice  controlled  by  a  trust  that  r,aises 
the  price  in  the  hottest  weather. 

Take  the  pains  to  read  the  reports  of  the  hundreds 
of  thousands  of  men,  women  and  children,  mostly  chil- 
dren, that  are  annually  murdered  by  your  honorable 
business  men  in  the  milk  and  ice  business.  The  re- 
ports show  that  in  your  great  cities  the  poor*  die  off 
four  times  faster  than  the  well-to-do  and  the  rich. 
This  is  caused  by  the  filthy  tenements  they  live  in,  bad 
air  and  defective  sanitary  arrangements,  lack  of  proper 
food  and  proper  care  in  sickness,  etc.  The  doctors, 
druggists  and  undertakers  all  prey  upon  those  helpless, 
ignoDant  people.  Now  ask  yourself  if  you  are  a  civil- 
ized man  or  woman  when  you  Stand  Pat  for  it. 
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After  leaving  the  dairy  farm  you  enter  the  agricul- 
tural district  proper.  You  would  not  see  millions  of 
miles  of  fences,  bad  roads  full  of  mud  and  dust,  tumble 
down  farm  houses  and  barns,  rickety  bridges,  dismal 
looking  and  dirty  country  towns,  seedy  looking  and 
shabby  people.  If  it  happened  to  be  a  wheat  growing 
country  you  would  see  a  wheat  field  miles  in  extent 
and  not  a  fence  in  sight.  If  it  was  harivest  time  you 
would  see  the  work  being  done  with  the  aid  of  the 
best  machinery,  great  combined  harvesters  and  thresh- 
ers, power  trucks  for  taking  the  grain  to  the  great 
barns  or  cars  as  fast  as  it  would  be  threshed.  You 
would  see  a  great  farm  house,  large  enough  to  accom- 
modate all  the  people  that  were  required  to  operate 
this  great  tract  of  land.  This  would  be  built  on  the 
same  first-class  plan  as  the  houses  in  the  city,  equipped 
with  every  possible  convenience  for  the  comfort  and 
amusement  of  the  people.  Lawns,  useful  and  beautiful 
trees  and  plants,  statues,  fountains,  etc.,  would  sur- 
round the  house.  Play  grounds  and  schools  for  the 
children,  great  barns  for  storing  the  crops  and  the 
farm  machinery,  horses,  cows,  chickens,  etc.,  repair 
shops  and  blacksmith  and  harness  shops,  etc.  All  of 
these  buildings  are  protected  by  a  first-class  fire  guard 
and  water  system,  that  can  be  used  when  needed  to 
water  the  crops  in  a  dry  season.  In  fact,  a  farm  is 
almost  a  complete  city  in  itself.  It  is  equipped  with 
a  telephone  and  telegraph  system  and  a  perfect  railway 
system  taps  every  farm,  and  as  the  roads  are  smooth 
and  well  kept,  automobiles  ar^  used  by  the  people  in 
going  to  and  from  their  work  on  the  farm. 

Each  farm  has  a  head  farmer  or  superintendent, 
with  his  assistants,  foremen,  etc.  These  positions  are 
elective  and  the  operators  on  the  farm  elect  them.  It  is 
the  duty  of  the  head  farmer  to  report  the  condition  of 
the  farm,  the  condition  and  amount  of  the  crop,  etc., 
to  his  superaor,  who  is  a  commander  of  a  farm  district 
or  division.  This  official  reports  to  his  superior  officer 
the  commanding  farmer-general  of  the  country.  A 
national  bulletin  is  published  daily  giving  all  the  news 
and  condition  of  the  crops,  etc.  With  this  scientific 
organization,  if  the  necessity  arises  for  ten  or  twenty 
thousand  men  to  gather  a  crop  quickly  or  give  assist- 
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ance  where  it  is  needed,  the  officer  in  command  of  the 
far<ms  of  the  country  details  the  men  from  the  emer- 
gency squad  from  as  many  houses  as  needed.  Every 
citizen  of  Laughing  Land  has  to  serve  one  month, 
more  or  less,  on  the  emergency  squad;  that  means  that 
he  or  she  is  subject  to  sudden  calls  if  their  services 
are  needed  in  case  of  emergency.  By  this  system  all 
loss  of  crops  for  lack  of  assistance  is  prevented. 

Under  this  system  it  can  be  seen  at  a  glance  just 
how  much  wheat,  corn,  etc.,  as  the  case  might  be,  is 
raised  in  a  year,  and  just  how  much  labor  time  it  took 
to  raise  it.  I  mention  this  here  in  order  that  I  can 
refer  to  it  later  when  I  explain  the  money  system  of 
the  country. 

All  of  the  farms  are  run  on  as  large  a  scale  as 
economy  dictates,  and  the  land  best  suited  for  certain 
products  is  planted  accordingly.  The  level  lands  as 
far  as  practicable  are  planted  with  those  crops  that  can 
be  handled  by  machinery.  The  hill  lands,  where  ma- 
chinery cannot  be  used  to  advantage,  is  given  over  to 
crops  that  need  to  be  handled  by  (hand,  like  beans, 
melons,  grapes,  etc. 

THE  GRAZING  LANDS. 

Adjoining  the  farm  lands  proper  there  is  a  vast 
territory  set  apart  for  stock  raisng.  This  industry,  like 
all  the  others,  is  operated  on  the  same  scientific  plan. 
Great  sheds  are  erected  at  the  most  available  points 
on  the  ranges  in  order  to  protect  the  cattle  from  cold 
winter  storms,  snow,  etc.  Great  supplies  of  food  are 
kept  in  reserve  and  in  case  of  lack  of  rain  and  conse- 
quent lack  of  food  on  the  ranges,  the  reserve  stock  of 
food  in  every  farm  house  in  the  country  can  be  used 
in  case  of  need.  Thus  the  ranges  are  kept  in  p.erfect 
condition,  diseased  cattle  are  weeded  out  and  the  herds 
constantly  improved.  As  the  demand  dictates,  these 
cattle  ar^  driven  into  fattening  corrals,  where  they  are 
stall  fed  and  put  in  perfect  condition.  Slaughter  houses, 
ice  plants,  etc.,  are  located  at  the  most  advantageous 
points  on  the  ranges. 

Vast  sections  of  the  country  suitable  for  the  pur- 
pose are  set  aside  as  timber  culture  land  and  game 
preserves.  All  useful  wild  game  is  preserved  in  these 
reserves, — deer,   antelope,  elk,   buffalo,   bear  and  wild 
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fowls  of  all  kinds.  These  game  preserves  fur^nish  a 
very  important  part  of  the  food  supply  of  the  people 
with  little  expenditure  of  labor.  Bee  culture  is  another 
very  important  industry,  being  organized  on  a  national 
scale  they  are  cultivated  in  every  available  place  and 
they  produce  a  large  supply  of  pure  food  with  very 
little  labor  expended. 

Underi  our  system  of  national  organization  of  in- 
dustries every  animal  and  plant  that  is  useful  to  society 
is  cultivated  under  the  best  possible  conditions.  And 
on  the  other  hand,  every  plant  and  animal  that  is  use- 
less is  ruthlessly  exterminated. 

Now  that  I  have  described  the  organized  plan  by 
which  the  industries  of  the  country  are  operated,  you 
can  plainly  see  that  the  whole  is  simply  a  great  machine 
for  the  purpose  of  producing  and  distributing  commo- 
dities or  wealth  with  the  least  expenditure  of  labori  and 
effort.  It  now  remains  for  me  to  tell  you  something 
about  the  people  that  operate  this  great  machine.  The 
money  that  is  used  and  the  incentive  to  effort  that 
urges  all  to  do  their  best.  In  order  to  do  this  I  will 
have  to  take  you  back  to  the  city.  I  say  city  because 
when  I  describe  one  city  the  same  description  will  serve 
for  all  of  the  cities  of  the  land. 

THE  CITIZENS  OF  LAUGHING  LAND. 

Every  child  born  in  Laughing  Land  is  born  under 
the  most  favor)able  conditions.  The  mother  is  pro- 
vided with  the  best  of  care;  as  soon  as  she  desires  the 
infant  is  placed  in  the  nursery  of  the  house,  where  it 
is  provided  with  the  best  of  nurses  and  medical  atten- 
tion. It  is  directly  under  the  watchful  eyes  of  its 
mother.  When  it  is  old  enough  to  play  with  toys  it 
is  provided  with  them.  When  it  is  able  to  under- 
stand it  is  taught  to  play  with  letter  blocks,  color  balls, 
etc.  As  they  progress  children  are  taught  to  paste 
pictures  of  animals,  plants,  etc.,  and  thereby  learn 
their  names.  They  are  then  shown  how  to  play  with 
a  sectional  globe  of  the  world,  to  arrange  the  conti- 
nents, islands,  mountains,  rivers,  lakes,  etc.  Figures 
of  animals  and  the  different  nations  of  the  world  are 
given  to  them  and  they  are  taught  to  place  them  in 
their  respective  countries.  In  this  way,  while  they  are 
at  play  the  foundation  of  their  education  is  laid.     Later 
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on  they  ar<e  taught  to  make  simple  little  toys,  such 
as  kites,  pin-wheels,  etc.  Sectional  toys  substantially 
made  are  presented  to  them  and  they  are  taught  to 
take  them  apart  and  put  them  together.  They  learn 
to  know  at  a  glance  where  any  section  of  the  toy  be- 
longs. In  this  way  they  are  taught  their  first  lesson 
in  order.  As  they  advance  in  ability  they  are  taught 
to  use  simple  tools  and  make  simple  toys,  wagons, 
horses,  wind  mills,  etc.  When  they  are  about  twelve 
years  of  age  they  are  sent  to  the  great  city  school  and 
playground  in  the  center  of  the  city.  Herie  their  studies 
are  directed  to  learning  the  mechanical  arts  while  tak- 
ing their  grammer  school  course.  Here  the  boys  are 
taught  to  make  automobiles,  gas  engines,  elevators, 
and  all  kinds  of  machines  in  miniature;  to  make  and 
operate  miniature  railways,  electric  plants,  steamships, 
etc.  They  are  taught  how  to  make  a  model  of  a 
Laughing  Land  house  from  the  subway  to  the  rpof. 

Under  a  school  system  like  this  when  a  boy  is  about 
seventeen  years  old  he  knows  at  least  half  a  dozen 
mechanical  trades.  For  you  must  know  that  in  Laugh- 
ing Land  we  don't  produce  any  common  laboring  men 
or  women.  The  girls  are  taught  to  sew  common  things, 
such  as  dust  clothes,  and  to  make  little  repairs  to 
clothing,  etc.  Later  on  they  are  taught  how  to  design 
and  make  doll  dresses,  hats,  etc.  As  they  progress 
they  are  taught  how  to  make  baby  clothes,  and  then 
their  innocent  play  is  turned  to  practical  use.  When 
they  are  old  enough  they  take  their  course  in  domestic 
economy.  The  cooking  school  class  is  next  to  the 
kitchen  of  the  house,  and  as  fast  as  the  girls  graduate 
they  are  allowed  to  take  their  turn  in  the  kitchen, 
where  they  get  practical  experience.  Every  girl  has 
to  take  her  course  in  the  kitchen,  dining  room,  the 
upstairs  department,  the  nur/sery,  and  then  as  kinder- 
garten teacher.  By  the  time  she  reaches  this  station 
it  is  tme  she  should  begin  her  high  school  studies, 
where  she  will  learn  music,  languages,  designing,  fancy 
needle  work,  etc. 

When  the  boys  and  girls  graduate  from  high  school 
they  take  up  the  active  duties  of  life.  While  taking 
their  college  course  they  must  devote  one  hour  a  day 
to   useful    employment.      When   they   are   so    employed 
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the  value  of  their  services  compensates  for  all  that  they 
consume,  so  that  their  education  frK)m  this  stage  is 
not  a  tax  on  the  people.  The  boys  and  girls  are  allowed 
to  choose  that  line  of  work  that  best  suits  their  taste. 
None  of  the  work  that  they  are  called  upon  to  perform 
is  hard  or  toilsome.  Their  work  is  all  equally  useful 
to  the  community.  For  instance,  there  are  so  many 
students  requred  to  fill  the  classes  in  the  medical 
colleges.  The  boys  and  girls  have  an  equal  opportunity. 
Those  passing  the  examinations  arie  chosen  to  fill  these 
vacancies.  Students  for  the  other  professions  are 
chosen  in  the  same  way.  If  an  ambitious  boy  or  girl 
fails  to  pass  the  first  time,  they  are  permitted  to  take 
the  examination  on  the  next  examination  day.  By  this 
method  all  the  boys  and  girls  have  an  equal  show  and 
the  people  have  the  advantage  of  having  those  best 
qualified  for  a  position  or  a  certain  line  of  work  to  do 
that  work. 

Outside  of  the  professional  lines  there  are  vacan- 
cies to  be  filled  in  many  lines  of  work.  There  ar^e  the 
ijanks  of  the  skilled  trades,  the  apprentices  for  the 
gardening  and  farming  class,  the  household  duty  class, 
etc.  As  all  of  the  boys  have  received  a  fair  training 
in  these  lines  the  selections  are  made  by  lot  and  the 
boy  drawing  a  carpenter  job  is  placed  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  carpentering  department.  If  he  driaws  a 
household  duty  job  he  is  placed  in  his  own  house, 
where  he  takes  the  place  of  janitor,  elevator  boy,  engi- 
neer, etc.  After  the  positions  are  divided  up  in  this 
way,  they  are  permitted  to  exchange  jobs  before  they 
settle  down  to  work.  As  apprentices  they  are  simply  a 
reserve  body  to  act  as  substitutes  for  those  that  are 
regular^  in  their  Ine.  The  working  day  is  about  two 
hours,  six  days  in  the  week,  or  less  time  a  day  for 
seven  days  a  week.  So  you  see  the  college  students 
have  plenty  of  time  to  study  and  enjoy  themselves  after 
doing  their  day's  work.  If  they  are  ambitious  to  be- 
come artists,  writers,  inventors,  etc.,  they  have  plenty 
of  time  to  devote  to  the  study  that  they  like  best. 

As  rapid  and  safe  travel  is  one  of  the  principal 
features  of  Laughing  Land  the  students  in  a  few  min- 
utes can  go  from  any  part  of  the  city  to  the  college 
that  is  situated  on  the  most  available  site. 
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The  girls  also  choose  the  line  of  work  that  they 
PDefer  and  take  the  necessary  examinations.  Failing 
these,  they  are  apportioned  during  the  college  course 
to  do  their  share  of  work  in  the  household,  the  laundry, 
fruit  preserving  factories,  weaving  mills,  clothing  fac- 
tories, etc.  They  ihave  an  equal  chance  to  secure  any 
position  that  they  may  aspire  to,  whether  it  is  in  the 
professional  field  or  not.  If  they  are  competent  to 
pass  the  examinations  they  are  not  barired  on  account 
of  sex.  During  their  leisure  hours  they  can  devote 
their  tim6  to  the  study  of  music,  painting,  sculpture 
and  art,  and  science  in  all  its  branches.  If  they  are 
not  fairly  accomplished  in  one  of  these  lines  the  fault 
is  wholly  their  own.  After  the  college  course  is  fin- 
ished they  are  considered  to  be  full  fledged  citizens 
and  enlisted  units  in  the  industrial  army  of  the  nation. 
THE  MONEY  OF  LAUGHING  LAND. 

I  have  outlined  briefly  the  plan  of  organization  of  the  in 
dustries  and  the  education  of  the  people.  It  remains  to.  tell  you 
about  the  money  that  is  used.  This  money  can  be  compared  to 
the  oil  on  a  machine.  It  makes  the  system  work  smoothly.  It  is 
absolutely  scientific.  Money  that  nurtures  virtue  instead  of  vice; 
money  that  cannot  feed  vice — in  fact,  a  perfect  money, 
that  cannot  be  used  to  bribe;  money  that  cannot  buy  virtue; 
money  that  cannot  feed  vice — in  fact,  a  perfect  money 

You  remember  that  in  speaking  of  the  wheat  growing  in- 
dustry I  explained  how  it  was  known  by  the  department  of  agri- 
culture just  how  many  bushels  of  wheat  was  raised  in  a  season 
and  how  many  men  were  employed,  and  how  many  hours  of 
work  it  took  to  produce  it.  The  amount  and  the  time  it  took 
to  produce  all  other  commodities  is  ascertained  in  the  same 
way.  Thus  the  labor  time  it  cost  to  produce  a  pound  of  butter, 
a  suit  of  clothes,  a  hat,  a  pound  of  meat,  etc.,  can  be  closely 
estimated.  Then  there  is  to  be  considered  the  time  spent  by 
those  that  indirectly  aided  in  producing  these  commodities.  There 
are  the  services  of  the  railway  people,  the  doctors,  the  civil 
servants,  the  scientist, — in  fact  all  of  those  that  rendered  useful 
services  to  society.  The  claim  of  the  children  and  the  exempts, 
such  as  those  afflicted  with  sickness,  accidents,  etc.  Then  there 
are  the  retired  workers,  the  crippled,  blind,  etc.  All  of  these 
have  a  just  claim  upon  the  actual  producers'  product  in  payment 
for  service  rendered  to  them  in  childhood,  their  education,  the 
protection  given  them  in  sickness,  accident  and  old  age,  etc. 
Calculating  from  this  basis,  the  amount  of  social  labor  time,  as 
distinct  from  actual  labor  time  in  producing  a  given  commodity 
is  taken  as  a  standai'd  of  value  and  a  measure  of  price.  Thus, 
if  it  cost  a  half  second  of  social  labor  time  to  produce  a  loaf  of 
bread  the  price  of  the  loaf  to  be  consumed  would  be  one  second 
of  actual  labor  time  more  or  less  as  the  case  might  be.     A  suit 
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of  clothes  that  cost  one-half  day  of  social  labor  time  to  produce 
would  be  sold  at  the  price  of  one  day's  actual  labor  time.  The 
difference  between  actual  labor  time  and  social  labor  time  is 
estimated  yearly  by  the  heads  of  the  different  departments.  If  a 
mistake  is  made  one  year  it  will  rectify  itself  the  next.  For 
instance,  if  the  supply  of  cloth  shows  a  tendency  to  exceed  the 
reserve  supply  that  is  considered  necessary  to  always  keep  on 
hand,  the  cloth  mills  are  slowed  down  and  the  displaced  workers 
are  drafted  to  some  other  department  that  has  no  surplus,  or 
not  a  sufficient  surplus  of  products.  The  price  of  cloth  is  reduced 
as  it  has  been  demonstrated  that  fewer  workers  can  produce  all 
that  is  needed.  Thus  every  member  of  society  derives  a  direct 
benefit  when  a  surplus  is  produced.  On  the  other  hand,  if  the 
wheat  or  corn  crop  is  not  as  large  as  usual  and'  the  reserve 
stores  of  wheat  have  to  be  drawn  upon,  the  price  of  bread  is 
raised  to  every  customer.  In  this  way  every  member  of  society 
pays  their  share  to  sustain  those  workers  that  have  through  no 
fault  of  their  own  failed  to  produce  the  usual  amount  of  grain 
per  head.  You  can  easily  see  that  this  system  of  estimating  price 
works:  mechanically  and  automatically. 

The  actual  money  used  in  exchange  is  given  to  each  citizen 
every  1st  of  January,  in  the  shape  of  a  labor  check  book.  In 
this  book  he  or  she  writes  their  signatures  and  their  photograph 
is  placed  therein.  The  number  of  their  house  and  district  is 
stated.  Surrounded  by  these  precautions  the  book  cannot  be  used 
by  any  other  than  the  one  it  is  issued  to.  When  the  bearers 
work  the  time  that  they  work  is  credited  to  them  in  their  book 
by  the  head  of  the  department  in  which  they  work.  When  they 
buy  anything  they  are  debited  with  the  social  labor  cost  of  what 
they  buy.  Thus  it  can  be  seen  at  a  glance  at  their  check  book 
just  how  they  stand  with  society.  If  there  is  a  balance  in  their 
favor  they  can  buy  anything  that  they  wish  from  the  store  house 
of  their  homes  or  order  it  from  the  factories  as  long  as  the 
balance  lasts.  When  the  accounts  are  even  it  shows  conclusively 
that  the  bearer  has  no  claim  on  society.  This  rule  of  course 
doesn't  apply  to  the  exempts,  but  only  to  the  able  bodied  men 
and  women.  Thus  you  will  see  that  there  is  no  provision  made 
for  able  bodied  beggars  for  there  is  no  excuse  for  begging  where 
work  is  provided  for  everyone.  There  are  no  restrictions  placed 
on  the  time  people  choose  to  work.  When  all  are  working  in 
harmony  there  is  no  waste  of  labor.  One  hour's  work  per  day 
will  suffice  to  keep  the  individual  supplied  with  all  the  necessaries 
of  life. 

Two  hours  of  work  will  supply  them  with  necessariesT  com- 
forts and  not  a  few  luxuries.  Those  that  desire  to  take  vacations, 
own  automobiles,  join  yacht  clubs,  etc.,  can  work  an  hour  or  two 
longer  per  day  and  with  the  increased  income  supply  themselves 
with  any  luxury  that  they  desire.  It  is  not  unusual  for  a  number 
of  individuals  to  club  together  and  work  eight  hours  a  day  for 
a  year  or  so  and  with  the  credit  thus  obtained  charter  a  yacht 
from  the  government  and  take  a  cruise  wherever  they  desire.  In 
fact,  in  Laughing  Land  everybody  can  enjoy  luxuries  that  are 
enjoyed   by   the   rich   among  you. 
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When  we  wish  to  travel  in  foreign  countries  we  buy  gold 
and  silver  from  the  government  in  just  the  same  way  that  we  buy 
bread.  That  is,  by  paying  the  social  labor  cost  of  producing  the 
gold  and  silver.  The  things  that  we  buy  from  foreign  countries 
is  paid  for  in  gold  and  silver  or  other  commodities.  These  ex- 
changes are  carried  on  by  our  national  purchasing  department. 
I  will  leave  you  with  this  brief  sketch  of  the  money  of  the  people 
and  the  workings-  of  exchange  and  call  your  attention  to  the 
following  facts  that  no  doubt  you  have  noticed:  In  the  plan  here 
outlined  you  can  find  no  room  in  this  society  for  any  but  actual 
useful  workers.  You  will  find  no  place  for  business  men,  lawyers, 
police,  insurance  men,  real  estate  agents  or  captains  of  industry, 
stock  brokers,  speculators,  no  trade  unions  or  fraternal  orders,  no 
customs  officers,  bankers,  contractors,  drummers,  peddlers,  agents, 
tramps,  philanthrophists,  or  charitable  societies,  no  night  schools, 
or  children's  aid  societies,  no  prostitutes  and  the  great  army  of 
men  that  make  a  living  from  their  shame,  no  great  army  of 
political  roustabouts  and  ward-heelers,  no  trust  or  labor  problems, 
no  strikes  or  lockouts.  If  you  will  study  this  plan  you  will  see 
how  it  makes  it  utterly  impossible  for  these  useless  people  to 
find   a   home   in   Laughing  Land. 

I  have  given  you  a  hint  as  to  the  way  the  homes  are  con- 
ducted. It  remains  to  give  a  closer  look  into  the  plan  upon 
which  they  are  conducted.  In  the  first  place  the  women  are 
entirely  independent  of  the  men  so  far  as  depending  upon  them 
as  bread  winners  is  concerned.  Under  the  system  the  woman's 
work  is  as  valuable  to  society  as  the  work  of  the  men  and  they 
are  paid  accordingly.  If  they  are  working  in  the  household  their 
labor  check  book  is  credited  by  the  head  housekeeper  with  the 
time  she  works.  If  her  duties  are  outside  in  the  great  laundry 
or  other  of  the  departments  she  is  paid  the  same  as  are  the 
men.  When  she  buys  she  is  debited  just  as  are  the  men.  Thus 
it  is  plainly  seen  that  she  is  no  longer  dependent  upon  the  whims 
of  men  in  order  to  get  along  in  the  world.  She  has  as  much 
show  if  she  is  homely  as  if  she  is  comely.  She  don't  need  to 
marry  for  a  home  or  for  any  other  consideration  save  love  alone. 
She  is  surrounded  with  '^very  uplifting  and  refining  influence. 
She  can  look  to  the  future  full  of  confidence  that  as  long  as  she 
discharges  her  duties  to  society,  society  will  discharge  its  duty 
towards  her.  Thus  she  is  a  free  woman  and  no  longer  the  slave 
of  man,  but  his  equal  politically  and  economically.  In  Laughing 
Land  a  family  of  three  thousand  people  become  related  by  blood 
or  marriage  in  the  course  of  three  generations.  This  is  brought 
about  by  the  fact  that  there  is  no  need  of  families  separating  and 
going  to  the  four  corners  of  the  earth  to  make  a  living.  Con- 
sequently in  most  cases  they  stay  at  home  with  their  own  people 
and  thus  it  is  that  the  children  are  born  and  reared  among  their 
own  kin.  The  head  housekeeper  is  elected  by  the  vote  of  the 
people  of  her  own  blood  and  she  is  in  fact  as  well  as  in  name 
the  mother  of  the  house.  When,  on  account  of  increase  in  popu- 
lation another  house  is  needed  the  men  with  their  wives  that  want 
it  prepare  everything  in  advance.  The  plan  for  the  new  home 
is  just  the  same  as  the  plan   of  the  old.      The  men  who  are  all 
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artisans,  build  the  house.  The  women  prepare  the  linen  bedding 
and  decorations,  paint  the  pictures,  weave  the  rugs,  etc.  In  this 
way  the  furniture  and  decorations  of  a  house  expresses  the  in- 
dividual taste  and  artistic  ability  and  conceptions  of  the  people 
that  live  in  it.  All  of  the  work  concerned  is  done  as  a  pleasure 
and  a  labor  of  love,  because  all  concerned  know  that  it  is  their 
own   and  their  loved  ones'   home. 

There  is  no  occasion  for  their  constantly  moving,  as  they 
own  their  homes  and  if  they  go  to  another  place  to  live  there 
also  they  find  a  home.  The  ball,  music,  lecture  and  billiard 
rooms,  libraries,  etc.,  offer  a  constant  round  of  amusement  and 
instruction  to  the  family.  Grandfathers  and  grandmothers  with 
their  children  around  them  spend  the  evening  of  their  lives  as 
happily  as  their  childhood  days.  When  the  girls  and  boys  reach 
the  proper  age  and  desire  to  marry  they  can  do  so  without  giving 
a  thought  to  the  morrow. 

Dear  reader,  how  do  you  think  prostitution  and  crime  could 
gain  a  foothold  in  a  house  like  this  or  a  city  of  houses  like  this? 
But  let  us  suppose  that  a  crime  should  be  committed.  It  could 
not  be  robbery,  because  the  robber  could  not  gain  by  robbing 
any  one  of  their  money  or  labor  time  check  for  it  would  be  of'  no 
use  to  him.  Women  could  not  prostitute  themselves  if  they  so 
desired.  No  one  could  give  or  take  a  bribe  and  there  would  be 
no  incentive  to  bribery  if  they  could.  If  a  crime  was  committed 
the  criminal  could  be  easily  caught  if  he  ran  away,  simply  by 
publishing  the  number  of  his  labor  check  book  and  canceling  the 
account.     Thus  he  wpuld  be  compelled  to  surrender  himself. 

But  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  there  would  be  no  in- 
centive to  commit  crime  for  gain.  There  would  be  no  incentive 
to  rob  by  adulterating  goods,  food  or  medicine.  All  citizens 
having  equal  rights  in  the  ownership  of  land  and  tools,  there 
is  no  conflicting  business  interests  in  the  land,  therefore  there 
is  no  land  titles,  no  tax  of  any  sort.  Consequently  all  the  ma- 
chinery of  law  and  government  as  you  know  it  is  wiped  out 
of  existence. 

The  head  house  keeper  and  board*of  directors  in  every  house 
are  empowered  to  enforce  the  rules  of  the  house  and  thus,  for 
instance,  if  an  inmate  drank  to  excess  and  became  offensive  the 
case  would  be  reported  to  these  and  the  evidence  heard,  and  if 
guilty  the  offender  could  be  effectually  disciplined  by  curtailing 
his  right  to  buy  intoxicating  liquors  and,  in  extreme  cases  stopping 
it  altogether.  By  this  simple  method  the  great  evil  of  the  liquor 
traffic  would  be  abolished  without  interfering  with  the  personal 
liberty  of  sane  and  sensible  citizens.  We  worship  liberty  and 
democracy  and  in  this  worship  we  find  a  solution  for  every  social 
problem.  In  fact,  there  is  no  social  evil  that  exists  today  but 
what  could  be  easily  and  simply  abolished.  There  are  no  fights 
between  capital  and  labor  because  there  are  no  trade  or  labor 
unions  with  their  tremendous  waste  of  time,  money  and  energy. 
Everybody  is  in  the  same  union  that  owns  and  operates  all  the 
industries.  Race  riots  and  race  antagonisms  are  unknown  because 
the  workers  would  not  and  can  not  compete  one  against  the  other. 
No  individual  can  be  exploited  or  a  profit  made  from  their  labor, 
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therefore  the  ignorant  can  not  be  robbed  by  the  intelligent.  Thus 
the  incentive  to  injustice  is  removed.  People  where  all  are  sur- 
rounded by  uplifting  environment  appreciate  each  other  as  eco- 
nomic and  political  equals  and  social  relations  are  arranged  to 
suit  the  individual  taste. 

Now,  I  must  dwell  for  a  short  time  on  a  description  of  the 
incentive  to  effort.  It  is  undoubtedly  true  that  many  are  satisfied 
to  lead  the  simple  life.  But  the  great  majority  are  spurred  for- 
ward to  achieve  fame  and  honor  in  all  lines  of  human  activities. 
The  highest  positions  in  the  land  are  open  to  them  if  they  have 
the  ability  to  win  them.  For  instance,  in  the  fields  of  art,  science 
and  literature  a  boy,  or  girl,  or  man,  or  woman  perfecting  an 
invention  or  painting  a  picture  or  writing  a  book,  or  making  a 
useful  discovery  in  the  science  of  medicine,  or  chemistry,  etc., 
are  rewarded  by  the  people,  who  vote  them  labor  time  according 
to  the  merit  of  their  work.  For  instance,  a  household  can  reward 
its  best  musician  or  singer  by  voting  the  individual  into  the  office 
of  master  of  music  of  the  household,  the  city  or  county,  also  confer 
rewards  when  merited.  Artists,  scholars  and  inventors,  etc.,  when 
their  work  is  accepted,  receive  what  is  considered  by  the  judges 
to  be  a  just  compensation  for  their  work.  With  this  reward  for 
their  ability  they  can  devote  their  time  to  the  work  they  like  best. 
Those  that  achieve  national  honor  are  rewarded  by  being  made 
members  of  the  faculty  of  the  great  universities  of  the  country 
where  they  are  surrounded  with  everything  that  the  people  can 
furnish  in  order  to  aid  them  to  achieve  greater  victories  in  their 
art  or  profession.  What  greater  reward  could  a  grateful  people 
give   or   a   patriot   ask? 

And  now,  dear  reader,  I  will  ask  you  to  stop  and  reason  just 
a  little  while  and  ask  yourself  if  there  is  any  part  of  the  plan 
herein  outlined  that  you  consider  far-fetched  and  impossible  of 
realization.  If  you  think  so  I  want  to  call  your  attention  to  the 
work  and  plans  of  the  great  captains  of  industry  of  the  country. 
Each  and  every  one  of  them  are  working  forward  on  a  plan 
identical  with  this  in  every  respect  with  the  exception  that  they 
aim  to  organize  the  industries  of  society  on  a  scientific  plan  for 
their  own  selfish  benefit.  They  take  advantage  of  the  ignorance 
of  you  people  to  grab  the  railways,  gas,  water,  telephone,  tele- 
graphs, water  fronts,  factories,  forests,  mines,  mills,  land  and 
tools  of  the  country.  During  the  process  of  organizing  these  on 
an  increasingly  large  scale  they  resort  to  every  species  of  crime 
and  rascality,  from  bribery  to  murder  by  wholesale.  The  ignorant 
people  look  on  at  this  tremendous  revolution  in  industrial  de- 
velopment with  little  or  no  interest,  never  realizing  that  when 
the  work  of  the  captains  of  industry  is  finished,  it  means  that 
as  a  nation  you  will  be  simply  reduced  to  a  condition  of  industrial 
feudalism,  the  rich  to  be  a  nobility  of  money — mad  lunatics  out. 
rivaling  Rome  in  her  palmiest  days  of  luxury,  vice,  crime  and 
wastefulness. 

The  middle  class  will  be  salaried  officers  of  the  corporations, 
eagerly  and  constantly  seeking  ways  and  means  to  gain  favor  in 
the  eyes  of  their  masters,  heartless,  arrogant  and  domineering 
to   all   below   them,   but   cringing,    toadying,    fawning   and    humbly 
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submissive  to  those  above;  the  working  class,  the  serfs,  that  dare 
not  lift  their  eyes  to  the  face  of  their  masters,  mere  appendages 
to  the  machines  that  their  masters  own,  in  constant  fear  of  the 
master's  blacklist  and  the  club  and  gun  of  the  master's  guards; 
mean,    contemptible,    despicable   slaves. 

And  now,  dear  reader,  don't  think  that  this  picture  is  one 
whit  overdrawn.  Your  own  leader  and  president  warns  you: 
"There  is  a  sense  in  which  in  our  day  the  individual  has  been 
submerged,  in  most  parts  of  our  country  men  work  not  for 
themselves,  not  as  partners  in  the  old  way  in  which  they  used 
to  work,  but  generally  as  employes,  in  a  higher  or  lower  grade, 
of  great  corporations.  The  working  class  with  few  exceptions 
vote  for  industrial  feudalism  every  time  they  get  a  chance  to  vote. 
They  are  beastlike  in  their  ignorance  and  stupidity  in  voting  for 
a  system  of  society  that  deprives  them  of  access  to  the  natural 
resources  of  their  country  and  makes  them  mere  dependents  on 
the  few  that  they  permit  to  own  the  land  and  tools,  when  by 
right,  by  justice,  by  virtue  of  their  numbers  they  should  be  the 
owners  of  their  own  land  and  tools  and  their  means  of  living. 
Just  consider  for  a  moment  the  situation  reversed.  Imagine  the 
workers  in  the  position  of  the  masters  and  the  masters  doing  the 
work  of  the  land,  toiling  in  the  mines,  mills,  factories  and  on  the 
farms  for  a  pittance,  with  strikes,  boycotts,  evictions,  unemploy- 
ment, etc.,  every  advance  in  wages  met  by  an  advance  in  price  of 
the  necessaries  of  life,  anxious  care  never  absent,  living  from  hand 
to  mouth,  having  to  spend  their  hard  earned  money  to  support 
their  unions  and  pay  lodge  dues,  to  provide  for  sickness,  etc., 
to  live  in  a  seething  hell  of  corruption,  bribery,  adulteration,  graft, 
heartless  landlords,  sharks  and  rascals  on  every  hand  ready  to 
rob  them  of  what  little  savings  they  might  have  gathered  at  no 
telling  what  sacrifice;  to  look  forward  to  old  age  with  fear  and 
trembling  after  a  long  life  spent  in  toil  and  drudgery. 

Imagine  the  capitalist  class  in  this  position  with  political 
power  in  their  hands  that  would  enable  them  to  capture  the  coun- 
try and  administer  it  for  their  own  benefit.  How  many  election 
days  would  they  let  pass,  do  you  think,  before  they  would  com- 
bine at  the  ballot  box  and  capture  the  country  and  put  the  workers 
back  in  their  old  places  as  wage  slaves? 
CONCLUSION. 

Reader,  the  helpless  children,  mothers,  aged  and  suffering 
members  of  the  working  class  ask  you  to  choose  whom  you  will 
serve,  the  rich  or  the  poor.  There  is  no  middle  ground.  Those 
of  you  that  decide  to  vote  for,  work  for  and  fight  for  the  property 
rights  of  the  rich  deserve  that  your  mothers,  wives,  children  and 
sisters  shall  look  upon  you  with  contempt  that  you  deserve.  It 
is  up  to  you.     Act  now! 

JOIN  THE  ONE  BIG  UNION 

The  object,  aim  and  purpose  of  the  O.  B.  U.  is  to  erect  a 
new  form  of  unionism  wherein  the  people  will  prepare  themselves 
for  the  day  when  production  for  profit  shall  be  replaced  by  produc- 
tion for  use.  Workers  of  the  world  unite  to  build  the  co-operative 
commonwealth. 

THE   END. 
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